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Advertifement 

T T H E 

PUBLIC. 

TH E fpirit of virtue and 
morality, which breathes 
in this ancient piece of eaftern 
inftrudtion, its force and concife^ 
nefs, and the hopes that it may 
do good, have prevailed with the 
perfon to whom it was fent, to 
communicate to the public, what 
was tranflated only for his parti- 
cular amufement. There are 
fomereafons which at prefeat 
make it proper to conceal, not 
only his own name, but the name 
A 3 of 
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of his correfpondent *, who has 
now rcfided in China, feveral 
years, and been engaged in a 
bufinefs very diiFerent from that 
of collefting literary curiofities. 
Thefe reafons will not fubfift 
long ; and, as he feems to inti- 
mate a defign, on his return to 
England, of publishing an intird 
tranflation of Cao-tfou's whole 
journey, the public will then, in 
all, probability, have an opportu- 
nity of being fatisfied concerning 
any particulars which they may 
be curious to know. 
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V 



TO THE 



Earl of 

« 

Peking^ May 12, 1749. 



MY LORD, 

jTiV /^^ laji LETTER which I 
^ had the honour, of v)riting tb 
your Lordjhip, dated Dec. 2 2d, 
1748, / think I concluded all 
I had to fay^ in regard to the 
topography and natural hijiory of 
this great empire. I purpofed in 
this, and fonie fucceeaing ones ^ to 
bavefet downfuch obferoationsy as 
I han)e been able to make on the 
laws, government, religion, and 
A 4 manners 
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manners of the people. But a re^ 
m4rkable occurrence has happened 
laUly^ npbkh ingrojf^s tUtconver^ 
fation of the literati here*, and 
may hereof ter^ perhaps, afford mat-' 
ter of /peculation to the learned in 
Eurote. jis it is of a nature 
which, I know, will furnijh fome 
entertainment to your Lordjhip, I 
will endeavour to give you as dif- 
tinSi and particular an account 
of it, as I have been able to ob^ 
tain. 

jtidjoining to China on the Weji^ 
is the large country of S^ hi bet, 
called by fome Barantola. In a 
province of this country^ named 
Lafa, refides the grand Lama; or 
bigh-prieji oftbeje idolaters ; who 
is reverenced, and even adored as 
a god, by mo ft of the neighbouring 
nations, ifhe high opinion which 
is entertained of his facred charac-- 
ter, induces prodigious numbers of 
religious people to refort to Lafa, 

to 
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tapay their homage to him^ and to 
give him prefents, in order to re^ 
ceive his bleffing. His rejidence is 
in a mofl magnificent pagody or 
temple J built on the top of the 
mountain Poutala. The foot of 
this mountain^ and even the whole 
^iJlriSl of Lafa, is inhabited by 
an incredible number of Lamas 
of different ranks and orders^ fe^ 
'oeral of whom have very grand 
pagods ereSied to their honour y in 
which they receive a kind of in-- 
ferior worjhip. The whole country^ 
like Italy y abounds with priefts \ 
and they entirely fubfift on the 
great number of rich prefents^ 
which are fent them from the ut^ 
mofi extent of Tartary^ from the 
empire of the Great Mogul, and 
from almoft all parts of the Indies. 
When the grand Lama receives 
the adorations of the people, be is 
raifed on a magnificent altar, and 
fits crofs'leg^d upon a fplendid 
A .5 cujhion: 



mjhion : his worjhippers projlrate 
them/elves before him in the hutn^ 
bleji and mo/i abjeSi manner j but 
be returns not the leajijign ofre^ 
JpeSly nor ever /peaks, even to the 
greateji princes I be only lays bis 
band upon their beads y and they 
are fuUy perfuaded, that they r^- 
ceivefrom thence a full forgive^ 
nefs of all their fns. They are 
Kkewifefo extravagant as to ima- 
gine, that be knows all things, 
even thefecrets of the heart : and 
his particular difciples, being a 
feleii number of about two bun-- 
dred of the mofi eminent Lamas, 
have the addrefs to make the peo^ 
pie believe he is immortal*, and 
that, whenever be appears to die, 
he only changes his abode, andani^ 
mates a new body. 

^be learned in China have long 
been of opinion jhat, in the archives 
of this grand temple, fome very 
ancient books have for many ages 

been 
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Been concealed : and the prefent 
emperor^ who is very curious in 
fearching after the writings of 
antiquity J became at length fo ful- 
ly convinced of the probability of 
this opinion^ that he determined 
to try whether any difcovery of 
this fort could be made., To this 
end^ his firji care was to find out 
a J>erfon eminently Jkilful in the 
ancient languages and characters. 
He at length pitch' d upon one of the 
Han-lins, or doSlors of the firJi 
order 9 whofe name was Cao-tfou, 
a man about fifty years of age^ of 
a grave and noble afpeSt^ of great 
eloquence^ and whoy by an accidental 
friendjhip with a certain learned 
Lama^ who had refded many years 
at Peking^ was become entirely 
majler of the language which the 
Lamas of Thibet ufe among them-^ 
fehes. 

With thefe qualifications he fet 

forward on his journey^ and^ 

A 6 to 



to give bis commiUkn the greater 
weight, the emperor honoured him 
with the title of Colao, or prime 
minijier : to which he added a moji 
magnificent equipage and attejt^ 
dants ; with prefentsfor the grand 
Lama, and the other principal 
Lamas, of an immenfe value ; alfo 
a letter, written with bi^ own 
hand J in the following terms. 

To tkc Great 

Reprefentative of God. 

Moft high, moft holy, 
and worthy to be adored ! 

** l/f/^E^ the emperor of China, 
*' fovereign of all the fove^ 

** reigns of the earthy in the per-- 
^^ fon of this our mofi refpeSled 
" prime minijier Cao-tfou, with 
** all reverence and humility pro- 
^^firate ourjelf beneath tbyfacred 

''feet. 
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^^feeti and implore for ourfelf oun 
^^ friends, afid our empire, thy mo^ 
" powerful and gracious benedict * 
** tion. 

^' Having a firong defire to 

^^ fearch into the records of anti-* 

" quity, to learn and retrieve the 

*^ wifdom of the ages that are paft ; 

•* and being well informed, tbat^ 

*' in the facred repoftories of 

^' thy mojl ancient and venerable 

*' hierarchy^ there are fome valu^ 

** able books, which, from their 

*' great antiquity^ are become to 

" the generality^ even of the 

** learned, almojl wholly unintelli'* 

^ygible; in order, as far as in.us 

" lies, to prevent their being 

** totally loji, we have thought 

^'proper to autborife and employ 

" our moji learned and reJpeSied 

*' minifier Cao-tfou, in' this our 

''prefent embaffy to thy fublimg 

^' bolinefsi the bufinefs of ^hicb 
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^* is to defire^ that he may be per^ 
** mitted to read and examine the 
^^ faid writings I we expeSiing^ 
*^from his great and uncommon 
^^ Jkill in the ancient languages^ 
^^ that he will be able to interpret 
'^ whatever may be founds tho' of 
'* the highejl and moji obfcure an^ 
*' tiquity. And we have command^ 
** ed him to throw himfelf at thy 
^^ feet J with fuck tejlimojiies of our 
•* refpeSi^ as, we truji, will procure 
" him the admittance we defre'' 

I will not detain your Lord/hip 
with any particulars of hisjour^ 
ney^ tho he hath publijhed a large 
account of ity abounding with 
many furprifing relations i and 
which i at my return to England^ I 
may probably tranjlate and publijb 
entire. Let it fuffice at prefenty 
that, when he arrived in tbefe fa^ 
cred territories^ the magnifcence 
of bis appearance, and the rich-- 

ncfs 



nefs of bis prefentSy jailed not to 
gain him a refidy admijjion. He 
bad apartments appointed bim in 
the f acred college^ and was affijied 
in his inquiries by one of the moji 
learned Lamas. He continued 
there near fix months : during 
which time he had the fatisfaSlion 
of finding many valuable pieces of 
antiquity ; fromfome of which he 
hath made very curious extraSlSj 
and hath formed fuch probable con^ 
jeSiures concerning their authors^ 
and the times wherein they were 
written, as proves him to be a man 
rf great judgment and penetra* 
tion, ' as well as mofi extenfive 
reading. 

But the mofi ancient piece he 
bath difcovered^ and which none of 
the Lamas for many ages had 
been able to interpret or under^ 
ftand, is a fmall fyfienp of morality^ 
written in the language and cha-- 
raSier of the ancient Gymnofophifis 
7 or 



{^r Bratnins ; i$«/ ^j)^ wiij/ parti*- 
cular perfon^ or in what time^ be 
dees not pretend to determine. This 
piecey however y he wholly tranj^ 
lated\ though i as be himfelf con- 
fejfesy with an utter incapacity of 
reaching^ in the Cbinefe language; 
the ftringth and fublimity of the 
original. The judgments and. opi:^ 
nions of the Bonzees^ a?zd the 
learned doctors, are very much 

- divided concerning it. Thofe who 
admire it the mofi highly ^ are 
very fond of attributing it to 
Confucius, their own great phi^ 
Jofopher ; and get over the diffi^ 
culty of its being wt^itten in the 
language and charaSier of the 
ancient Bramins\ by fuppofing 

' this to be only a tranjlation, and 
that the original work ^Confu- 
cius is loji. Some will have it to 
be the inftitutes of Lao Kiun, 
another Chinefe philofopher^ con- 
temporary with Confucius, and 

founder 
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fmnderoftbefeSliZO-zstti but 

tbeje labour under the fame difficulty^ 

in regard to the language^ wilb 

thofe who attribute it to Con-- 

fucius. There are others^ wbo, 

from fome particular marks and 

fentimenti which they find in it% 

fuppofe it to be written by the 

Bramin Dandamis, whofe famous 

letter to Alexander the Great is 

recorded by the European writers'. 

With thefe Cao^tfou himfelffeems 

moft inclined to agree ; at leajl fo 

far as to tbink^ that it is really 

the work qffome ancient Bramin ; 

ieing fully perfuaded, from the 

fpirit with which it is n£)ritten^ 

that it is m tranflation. One 

tbing^bowever^ occafionsfime doubt 

ammgfl them^ and that is the plan. 

of it j which is entirely new to the 

eaftern people^ and fb unlike any 

thing they have everfeen, that^ if 

it was not for fome turns of ex^ 

prejjion peculiar to the Eafi^ ^«4 

the 
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the impojjibility of accounting for 
its being written in this very an- 
cient language y many would fuppoje 
it to be the work of an European. 

But whoever was the writer of 
it, the great noife which it makes in 
this city J and all over the empire^ 
the eagernefs with which it is read 
hy^ all kinds of people ^ and the high 
encomiums which are given to it 
byfome, at length determined me 
to attempt a tranjlation of it into 
Englijh ; efpecially as I was per-- 

fuaded, it would he an agreeable, 
prefent to your Lordjhip. And I 
was the more eqfily induced to make 

, this trial y asj viry happily for me^ 
you cannot judge how far I have 

fallen Jhort of the original^ or 
even of the Cbinefe tranjlation. 
One things however^ it may per^ 
haps be necejfary to apologize for ^ 
at leaft to give fome account of\ 
and that is, the f'yle and manner 
in which Ihave tranjlated it. L 

can 
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can ajjure your Lordjhip^ that, 
when I firftfat d(yvin to the workp 
I had not the leajl intention of 
doing it in this way ; but the fub^ 
lime manner of thinking which 
app^red in the introdu^ioH, the 
great energy of exprejion, and the 
Jhortnefs of the fentences^ naturally 
led me into this kind of flyle : andi 
I hope^ the having fo elegant a pat^ 
tern to form myjelf upon\ as cur 
verfion of the book of Job^ the 
PJalmSy the works of Solomon, and 
the prophets J hath been offome ad-- 
vantage to my ttcanjlation. 

Such as it is, if it affords your 
Lordfhip any entertainment, IJIjall 
think myfelf extremely happy ; and 
in my next will refume my account 
of this people and their empire. 

lanii &c. 
POST- 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

The little drawing inclofed is a 
£cpy from one found with the 
original Manujcripti and which 
Cao-tibu has prefixed to the Cbi^ 
neje tranfiation. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

BOW down your heads unto 
the duft, O ye inhabitants 
of earth ! be fxicnt, and receive, 
with reverence, inftrudtion from 
on high. ; 

Wherefoever the fun doth 
ihine, wherefoever the wind doth 
blow, wherefoever there is an 
ear to hear, and a mind to con- 
ceive ; there let the precepts of 
life be made known, let the 
maxims of truth be honoured 
and obeyed. 

All things proceed from God. 
His power is unbounded; his 
wifdom is from eternity ; and his 
goodnefs endure th for ever. 

He fitteth on his throne in the 

centre; and the breath of his 

mouth giveth life to the world. 

5 He 
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He toucheth the ftars with hh 
finger^ and they run their courfe 
rejoicings 

On the wingi of the ivind he 
walketh abroad, and performeth 
his will through all the regions 
.of unlimited fpace. 

Order, and grace, andH)eaut3r9 
iprtng fronx his hand. 

The voice of wifdom fpeaketh 
in all his works ; but the human 
. underflanding comprehendeth it 
iiot* 

The , ihadow of knowledge 
/pafleth over the mind of man as 
a dream : he feeth as in the dark ; 
he reafbneth, and is deceived. 

But the wifdom of God is a$ 
the light of heaven ; he reafon- 
eth not ; his mind is the foun* 
tain of truth.. 

Juftice and mercy wait before 
his throne; benevolence and love 
enlighten his countenance for 
jcvcr. 

B ' Wh<i 



( xxvi ) 

Who is like unto the Lord 
. in glory ? Who in power (hail 
contend with the Almighty ? 
Hath he any equal in wifdom ? 
Can any goodnefs be compared 
unto him ? 

He it is, O man, who hath 
. created thee ; thy ftation on earth 
is fixed by his appointment : the 
powers of thy mind are the gifts 
of his goodnefs: the wonders 
of thy frame are the work of 
his hand. ' 

Hear then his voice, for it is 
gracious; and he that obeyeth, 
Ihall eftablilh his foul in peace. 
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PART I. 

DUTIES 

That relate to 

M A N, 

Confidered as an iNDiviDVALi' 
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'section l 

CONSlDERJTIOir. 

COMMUNE with-thyfclf, a 
man ; and confider wherefore 
thou wcrt made. 

Contemplate thy powers, contem- 
plate thy wants and thy.conno£lioo5$ 
fo fiiak thou difcovcr the duties of 
'life, and be dircftcd in all thy ways. 

Proceed not to fpeak or to aft, 
before thou haft weighed thy words, 
and examined the tendeiicy of every 
ftep thou (halt take: fo (hall difgrace 
fly far from thee, and in thy houfe 
Ihall fhame be aftranger; repentance 
fhall not vifit thee, nor forrow dwell 
upon thy cheek. 

The thoughtlefs man bridleth not 
his tongue % he fpeaketh at random, 
and is entangled in the fooliQinels of 
his own words. 

B 3 As 
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As one that runneth in hafte, arid 

leapeth over a fence, may fall into a 
pit which he doth not fee-, fo is the 
man that plungeth fuddenly into any 
aftion, before he hath confidered thQ 
confequences thereof. 

Hearken therefore unto the voice 
of Confidcration i her words are the 
words of Wifdom ; and her paths 
fliall lead thee to fafety arid truth. 
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SECTION H. 

M D E S T r. 

WHO art thou, O man, that 
prcfumcft on thine own wilf- 
dom ? or why doft thou vaunt thy- 
fclf on thine own acquirements ? 

Thefirft fteptowardsbeingwife,is 
to know that thou art ignorant; and 
if thou wouldft be efteemcd in the 
judgment of others, call oflF the folly 
of feeming wife in thine own conceit. 

As a plain garment beft adornetha 
beautiful womaii» fo a decent beha- 
viour is the greateft ornament of 
wifdom. 

The fpeech of a modeft man giv* 
ethluftre to truth; and the diffidence 
of his words excufcth his error* 

He relieth not on his own wifdom ;. 
he weigheth the counfels of a friend, 
and receiveth the benefit thereof. 

He turtieth away his ear from his own 

praife, and believeth it not: he is the 

1^(1 indifcoveringhisown perfections. 

B 4 Yet, 
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Yet, as a veil addcth to beauty ; 
fo are his virtues fet off by the (hade 
which his modefty caftetbupoti ihem. 

But behold the vain maii, and ob- 
ferve the arrogant , he clotheth him- 
felf in rich attire, he walketh in the 
public ftreet, he caileth round his* 
eyes, and courteth obfervation. 

He tofleth up his head, and over- 
looketh the poor 9 he treateth his in-- 
ieriors with infolence, and his fupe^ 
riors in return look down on his 
pride and folly with laughter. 

He defpifeth the judgment of 
others § he relieth on his own opi* 
nion, and is confounded. 

He is puffed up with the vanity 
of his imagination i his delight is to 
hear and to fpeak of himfelf all the 
day kmg. 

Hefwalloweth with greedinefs his 
own praife ; and the flatterer in re- 
turn eatcth him up. 

SEC 
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SECTION Ili. 

A P PL IC At 10 N. 

SINCE the days that are paft are 
gone for ev^r, and thofe tb^t art 
to come may not come to (he? ; i( 
behoveth thee^ O man» to e^iploy th^ 
prefent time, wkhout regretting the 
lofs of that which is pa{fc^ or toomuch 
depending on that which is to come. 

Thisinftant is thine ^ the ncKt is in 
the ^omb of futurity |.and tl^pji know* 
eft not what it may bring forth* 

Whatfocvcr thourelblvift todo,do 
jit quickly: defernot till the evehii^ 
vrhat the morning may acc6mpli(h» 

Idlenefs is the parent of want and 
of pain: but the labbur of virtue 
btingeth 6orx\i pteailir^i. ' - 

Th&handiof diligence deleateth 
vrant \ pnojperity and flkcef^ aref 
the induftrioto maa's atti^rkknts^ ' 
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Who. h he that hath acquired 

wealth", that harh rifcn to power, 
that hath clothed himfelf With ho- 
nour, that is fpoken of in the city 
with praifc, and that ftandeth before 
the king ia his council ? Even he 
that hath Ihut out Idlencfs from his 
houfc; and hath faid unto Sloth, 
Thou art mine enemy. 
• He rifeth up early, and lieth down 
late 5 heexercifcth'Ws mind with con- 
templation, and his body with adlion ; 
and prcfervcth the health of botli* 

The Oothful man is a burden to 
himfelf; his hours hang heavy on 
his head ; he loitereth about ; and 
knoweth not .what he would do. ; 

His days pafs away Hke the fbadow 
of a cloud *9 and he leaveth behind 
him np mark for remembrance. 

I;Ii9.bo4iir ildifeafed' for wantiof/ 
exericifci he wilheth foil .si^iop, but 
hath not power to move* His mind is 

in 
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in darknefs ; his thoughts are confuf- 
ed : he.longeth for knowledge, but 
hath no application. He would eat 
of the almond, but hateth the trou- 
ble of breaking the'lhell. 

His houfe is in diforder 5 his fer- 
vants are wafteful and riotous ; and 
he runneth on towards ruin : he fceth 
it with his eyes ; he heareth it with 
bis ears v he (haketh his head, ^nd 
wifheth ; but hath no refolution : 
till ruin cometh upon him like a 
Whirlwind : and fhame and repen- 
tance deicend with^him to the grave. 
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SECTION IV. 
EMULAtJON^ 

IF thy foul chirfteth for bonoar, if 
thy ear hatfa any pleafune in the 
voice of praife, raife^thyiclf from the 
duft whereof thou art made, and 
exak thy aim to fometbing that is 
praife-worthy* 

The oak that now fpreadeth its 
branches towards the heavens, war^ 
once (>ut an acorn in the bowek of 
the earth* 

Endeavour to be firft in thy calling, 
whatever it be ^ neither let any one go 
before thee in well-doing: neverthe- 
lefs, do not envy the merits of ano- 
ther, but improve thine own talents. 

Scorn alfo to deprefs thy compe- 
titor ijy diihoneft or unworthy me- 
thods 5 ftrive to raife thyfelf above 
him only by excelling him : fo ihall 
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thy conteft for fuperibritjr beerjUwbtd 
. with honour^ if ik>c m^icb foOceis. 

By a virtuous emulatiofi the Ipi- 
rit of man is exalted wkbin fcinb i 
he panteth after fame, and rqoiceth 
as a. racer to run his cotirft* 

He rifetfa ^ke tihe pafan-ttec in 
fpite of oppreffion^ and^as an eagle - 
in the firmament of heavens he Ibar-. 
eth alofit^ and fu^eth his iye upon 
the glories of the fun* 

The examples of eminent men are 
in his vifionsby htght i and hiss delight 
is to fellow riiem all the day Un%* 

He foirmeth great defigns $ he i«^ 
joiceth in the execution thetcol^) a|id 
his name goeth forth to the ends of 
the world. 

But the hear( of the envious man 
is gall and bitternefs ; his tongue 
fpitteth vencHn ; the fuccefs of his 
neighbour breaketh his reft. 

He 
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- He fittcth in his cell repinrnrg; and 
the good that happendthto another^^ 
is to hiitl an evil. * ' y- • 

• Hatred irrd malice feed opon^his 
heart J and there is no reft in hitn. 

He feelfeth in His own breaft no 
lovetof goodijiefs V and therefore be* 
lieveth hisrobighbouir is like unto 
bimfelf. ; .— 

He endeavours to^depreciate t^ofe 
who excel him v.andputterh an evil 
jJlterfH-et^tion' on all their doings^ 

: He lieth on.tbs watch, and.medi-' 
tates nttfthief : b\ii the deteft^tion of 
man ipi^fueth hiapi rhe'iscru&ediaa 
a: fpidcf ia his. own web,. . 
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S E C Tl O N V. ;■ ' 

HEAR the words of P.rjjjjpn^ j 
give heed unto her coynile^-^ 
and ftore them ip thipe he^f'^ . iH^r j 
maxims are univerfalj and-*all,the 
Virtues lean upon. her i Ibe.is the, 
guide, and the miftrersi of Jiaman 

life. • ; _ : ", ^. ;..,'' ;,.; -^ 

Put a bridle i>n thy'tdlfgae i<fct i' 
guide before thy lips -, left t'lieWftrdi* 
of thine ov^nr mouth deftfby tHy ptace; 

"Let him that fcoffeth it t?ie latrfc,' 
take care that he Kal^Ho^'hfmftfPv 
>*hofo4vBrTpitafcc*dfa'flSftifef1 fail- 
ings ^B|*l*a<tjrfe, ^'ali hei^'(tf?hsP 
own witRmiAe.''-''- '8 •''' ^''- ^-•^* 

- Of nioth •rpencfng<|c(^3tlr4cr 
jtentance-, but^infBldnoe'fe fafc^ty; '* 
A talkattvc'TTilih Hs^'htiifert<ft'%' 
fociety i the car iy-^fiekCbiffiiyFatO* 

•»■;.•!.'' ling^ 
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ling ; the torrent of his words over- 
whelmeth converfation. 

Boaft not of thyfelf, for it fhall 
bring contempt upon thee ; neither 
deride another^ for it is dangerous. 

A bitter jcft is the poifbn of 
ffiendftiip ; and he who reftrains not 
his tpngde, fhall live ih trouble. 

Furnilh thyfclf with the accom- 
lAodations pi'oper to thy condition; 
yet ipcnd not to the utnioft of what 
thou canft afford, that the providence 
cf thy ]?auth tn^y be. a cpn>fort to 
^lyold^ge. 

Avarice, i? the paicent erf evil 
deeds ; but frugality is the fure 
^ardiao of our virtues. 

MXffff«\Qfii fpave ^^ .wqoC the 
ftate to the governora t^tqff 
^ l^not thy. rccreatioai beexpen- 

t|^m,eja;cefi:thp ,e\$^i^itiiM h%& 
,>.;[ Neither 
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Neither let profperity ptit out the 
eyes of circumfpe&ion, nor abun* 
dance cut ofFche hands of frugality : 
he that too much indulgeth tn the 
fuperfluicies of Jife, fliall live to la-' 
ment the want of its necefiaries. 

Truft no man, before thou haft* 
tried him y yet iniftHift doc without 
reaibn ; it is uncharitable* 

But when thou haft prbved a man 
t& be honeft, lock him up in thine 
heart as a treafure i regard him as a 
jewel of ineftimable price. 

Receive not the favours of a mer- 
cenary man ; nor join in friendihip 
with the wicked ; they (hall befnares 
unto thy virtue, and bring grief to 
thy fouL 

Ufc not to-day, what to-morrow 
may want ; neither leave that to ha-* 
zard, which forefight may provide 
for, or care prevent. 

^ Frotxi 
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From the experience of others da 
thou learn iwifdom ; and from their 
failings corredt thine own faults. 

Yet expeft not even from pru- 
dence infallible fuccefs ; for the day 
knoweth not what the night mayi 
bring forth^ 

The fool- is not always unfortu- 
nate, nor the wife man always fuc* 
cefsful : yet never had fool a tho- 
rough enjoyment, never was a wife^ 
Oian wholly unhappy* 
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S E C T I b N ; VL 

FORri^UDE. 

PERILS, and ipisfortunes, and 
wanty an^d pamy and injury» 
are the lot of every man who comr^ 
cth into the world* 

It bchovcth thee, therefore, early 
to fortify cl^y mind with courage and 
patience *, that thou mayeft fuppprt 
with refolution thy allotted portion 
of calamity. 

As the camel beareth labour, and 
heat, and hunger, and thirft, thro* 
deferts of far^d, ai^dfainteth not i fo 
a xnan of fortitude (hall, fuftain hi^ 
virtue through perils, aijd diftrel^, . 

A noble fpirit difdaineth the ma* 
lice of tortiir^ :. his greatnefs of foul 
is oot to be fifift d.owiis ^ ; 

His 
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His happinefs dependeth not on 
her fmiles, and therefore with her 
frowns he (hall not be diTmayed. 

As a rock in the fea he ftandeth 
firm ; and the dafhing of the waves 
difturbeth him not. 

He raifeth his head like a tower 
•n Sin hill ; and tlhe afrowi of for^ 
wne drop it his feetb 

In the inftant of dangef, the cou*« 
i^gc of his htrart fliftatneth him 5 
smd the fteadineis of his niind bear- 
cth him out. 

Ht mecteth the evils of life, as a ' 
man that goeth forth unto battle; and 
returnerh with victory in his hand. 

Under the preffureof misfortunes^ 
his calmncfs alleviates their weight; 
and by his conftancy' he fliall fur- 
mount them. 

' But the daftardly fpirit of a timo- 
rous man betrayetk hirta te fliame. 

By 
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By ftrinking under poverty, he 
ftoopeth down to |ne«nnefs } ^nd by 
tamely bearing infults, he inviteth 
injuries; 

As a reed is ihaken with the 
breath of ihe *ir y fo t|ie Ofi949^ of 
fvil onketh him «r«9)b)^ 

Ihtlfthwr of ganger he i» «nbM- 
-iafied».and.confQUBdfldi iofhe.diqr 
,of misfortune he finketfa»and.deri»ir 
overwhdnieth Ma find. 
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';' : s.-E c T ION vn. 

.•!.i..v.:i ; ; , . • . , 

CONTENTMENT. ' 

FORGET nbti 6 ftiaii) that thy 
ftation on ear^b is appoinced bf 
■the • #tftidni Of- ihe> Eternal ; who 
^Jtbcwethihy heautj who fecdi die va- 
nUy of all thy wifhcs ; and whooftsen 
in mercy denteththy requefts. 

Yet for all reafonable defires, for 
all honeft endeavours, his benevo- 
lence hath eftablifhed, in the nature 
of thingSj^ a^robability of fuccefs. 

The«^>dfine6"thou fedfeft, the 
misforti^fis; ASq bew^i^^^ behold 
the root from* wfe|&te^ they fpring, 
even thine own folly, thine own 
pride, thine own diftempered fancy. 
Murmur not therefore at the dif- 
penfatipns of God ; but corrcft thine 
own heart: neither fay within thyfelf, 
If I had wealth, power, or leifure, 

I (hould 
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• ! Ihould be happy ; for know, they 
all bring to their fevcral poffcflbrs 
their peculiar inconveniencics. 

The poor man feeth flot the vexa- 
tions and anxieties of the rich ; he ^ 
feeleth not* the difficulties and per- 
plexities of power'; neither knoweth ] 
• he the wearifomenefs of leifurc 5 and 1 
therefore it is that he repincth at his ' 
own lot* 

But envy not the appearance of 
happinefs in any man; for thou 
knoweft not his fecret griefs. 

To be fetisfied. with, a little, is the 
greateft wifdcun: and he who increaf- 
cth his riches^ inCreafeth his cares ; 
but a contented mind is a hidden 
treafure, and a guard from trouble. 

Yet, if thou fufFereft not the blan- 
difhments of thy fortune to rob thee 
of joftice, or temperance, or charity, 
or modcfty, even riches themfelvcs 
ftiall not make thee unhappy. 



10 



But 



But hence (h^t thpu learns that 
the cup of felicity, pure and unmix- 
ed, is by no means a draught for 
mortal man* 

Virtue. i$ the race which God ha(h 
fet him to run, and happineis the 
goal ; which none can arrive at, till 
be ha^h finifhed his courfe^ and re- 
ceived his crown, in the manfions of 
eternity. 
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SECTION VIII. 
TEMPERANCE. 

THE ncareft approach thoucanft 
make to happinefs on this fide 
the grave, is to enjoy from Heaven 
health, wifdom, and peace of mind. 

Thefe ble/Engs if thou poffeflcft, 
and wouldft preferve to old age, a- 
void the allurements of Voluptuouf- 
mfsj and fly frt)m her temptations. 

When Ihe fpreadeth her delica- 
cies on the board, when her wine 
fparkleth in the cup, when Ihe 
fmileth upon thee, and perfuadeth 
thee to be joyful and happy ; then is 
the hour of danger, then let Rea- 
fon ftand firmly on her guard. 

For, if thou hearkeneft unto the 
words of her adverfary, thou art 
deceived, and betrayed. 

C The 
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The joy which (he promifeth, 
changeth to madnefs v and her.cnjoy- 
ments lead on to difeafes and death. 

Look round her board, caft thine 
eyes upon her guefts, and obferve 
thofe who have been allured by her 
fmiles, who have liftened to her 
temptations. 

Are they not meagre ? are they 
not fickly ? are they not fpiritlefs ? 

Their fliort hours of jollity and 
riot are followed by tedious days of 
pain and dejeftion ; (he hath debauch-^ 
ed and palled their appetites, that 
they have now no relifti for her niceft 
dainties: her votaries are become her 
viftims ; the juft and natural confe- 
quence which God hath ordained, in 
the conftitution of things, for the pu- 
nifhment of thofe who abufe his gifts. 

But who is (he, that with graceful 
fteps, and with a lively air, trips 
over yonder plain ? 

lo The 
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The rofe blufheth on her checks ; 
the fwcetnefs of the morning breath- • 
cth from her lips ; joy, tempered with 
innocence and modefty, fparkleth in 
her eyes ; and from the chearfulnefs 
of her heart, (he (ingeth as fhe walks. 

Her name U Health ; fhe is the 
daughter of Exercif e, lilfthiig/iii Jiilr C^ 
lipeo T emperance ; their fons inhabit 
the mountains that ftretch over the 
northern regions of San ^on Hei\ 

They are brave, a£):ive> and live-- 
ly \ ' and partake of all the beauties 
and virtues of their filler. 

Vigour ftringcth their nerves ; 
ftrength dwelleth in their bones ; 
and labour is their delight all the "^ 
day long. 

The employments of their father 
excite their appetites, and the repafts 
of their nujther fcfrefli them* 

To combat the paffions, is their j 
delight; ; to conquer evil habits, their / 
glory« 

C 2 Their 
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Their pkafures are moderate, and 
therefore they endure i their repofe is 
fhort, but found and undifturbed. 

Their bkxxl is pure ; their minds 
are ferene ; and the phy Scian know- 
edi not the way to their habitations. 

But fafety dwelleth not with the 
hm of men, neither is fccurity 
found within their gates. 

Behold them expofed to new dan- 
gers from without, while a traitor 
wkhin lUrketh to betray them. 

Their health, their ftrength, their 
beauty and adbivity, have raifed de- 
fire in the boTom o{ lafdvims L$ve. 

She ftandeth in her bower, (he 
courteth their regard, flie fpreadeth 
her temptations. 

^ Her limbs are fi>ft, her air is deli- 
cate, her attire is loofe ; Wantonnefs 
fpeaketh in her eyes, and on her bo-* 
Ami fits Temptation : (he beekoneth 
diein mth htr finger \ (he wooeth 

them 
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them with her looks 5 and by the 
fmoothncfs of her tongue flic cn- 
dcavoureth to deceive. 

Ah ! fly from her allurements ; 
flop thine ears to her enchanting 
words. If thou meeteftthelanguifli- 
ing of her eyes, if thou heareft the 
foftnefs of her voice, if flie cafteth 
her arms abput thee, flie bindeth 
thee in chains for ever. 

Shame followeth, and difeafe, and 
want, and care, and repentance- 
Enfeebled by Dalliance, with 
Luxury pampered, and foften'd by 
Sloth, ftrength fliall forfalcc thy 
limbs, and health thy conilitution ; 
thy days fliall be few, and thofe in- 
glorious ; thy griefs fliall be many, 
yec meet with no compaflaon. 
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SECTION I. 
HOPE and FEAR. 

TH E promifes of Hope are 
fwccter than rofes in the bud^ 
and far more fluttering t^^ expefta- 
tion ; but ffte thrcatenlngs of Fear 
are a terror to the Jieart. 

Neverthclefs, let not Hope allure^ 
nor Fear deter thee from doiftgthat 
which is right ; fo fhalt thou be pre- 
pared to meet all events with an 
equal mind. 

The terrors of death are no ter- 
rors to the good : reftrain thy hand 
from evil, and thy foul Ihall have 
nothing to fear. 

In all thy undertakings let a rea- 
fonable aflurance animate thy endea- 
vours 5 if thou dcfpaireft of fucccfs* 

thou (halt not fucceed. 

Terrify 



( 31 ) 

Terrify not thy foul with vain 
fears ; neither let thy heart fink 
within thee from the phantoms of 
imagination. 

From Fear proceedeth misfortune; 
but he that hopeth, helpeth himftif* 

As the oftrich when purfued hid- 
eth his head, but forgetteth his bo- 
dy ; fo the fears of a coward expofc 
him to danger. 

If thou believed a thing impof^ 
fible, thy defpondenc'y fhaffmake it 
fo; but he that perfevereth, {hall 
overcome all difficulties. 

A vain hope flattereth the heart ol 
a fool ; but he that i§ wif(?> purfueth 
it not. 

In all thy defires let reafon go be- 
fore thee 5 and fix not thy hopes^ be- 
yond the bounds of probability ; fo 
fhall fuccefs attend thy undertake, 
ings, and thy heart Ihall not be vcxj. 
cd with difappoinunents. 

C5 SECi? 
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SECTION ir. 
, JOT and GRIEF. . 

LET not thy mirth be fo extra- 
vagant, as to intoxicate thy 
niincl ; nor thy forrow fb heavy, as 
to deprefs thy heart : this \¥orld af- 
fordeth no good fo tranfporting, nor 
infliftcth any evil fo fevere,, as fhould 
raife thee far above, or Xink thee 
miich beneathi the balaace of mode- 
ration* 

Lo \ yojidcr Itandeth the houfe of 
Joy \ itis painted on the outfide, and 
looketh gay ; thou may^ft know it 
by the noife of mirth and exultation 
that iffueth from it. 

The miftrefs ftandeth at the door, 
and calleth aloud toallthat pafs.by: 
Ihe fingeth, and fliouteth,. and laugh- 
cth without ccafing. 

She inviteth them to tafte the 

pleafurcs 
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pJeoftires of life; -which, ftie tellcth 
tfaemy are po where to be found but 
berteath her roof. 

But enter not thou into her gate; 
neither afibciate thyfclf with thofc 
who frequent her houfe. 
. They call themfelves the fons of 
^(yy, they laugh and feem delighted ; ' 
but madnefs and folly are in all 
theirdoings. 

They are link'd with mifchief 
band in hand, and their fteps lead 
down to evil.; dangers befet them 
round abput* and the pit of deftruc- 
rion yawneth beneath their feet. 

' Look now on the other fide ; and 
behold, in that vale overfhadowcd 
with trees, and hid from the fight of 
men> the habitation of Sorrow. 

Her bofom heaveth with fighs; 
h^r mouth is filled with lamentation ; 
Ihe deligbteth to dwell on the fub- 
jcft of human miferjr. 

u . C 6 She 
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She looketh on the common ace£« 
dents of life, and weepeth: the 
weakncfs and wickcidncfs of mM ia 
the theme of her Hp$, 

All .nature to her teemeth wiHr 
^vil 5 every objed flia feeth, ia tin-, 
ged with the gloom of her own 
miods and the voice of complaint 
faddeneth her dwelling day and 
night. 

Ceme not near her cell; her breath 
1$ contagious: jBie will Waft the fruits, 
and wither the flowers, that adorn,, 
and fweeten, the garden of life. 

In avoiding the houfc ofjey^ ht 
not thy feet betray thee to the bor- 
ders of this difmal manfion ; but 
purfue with care the middle pach, 
which (hall lead thee by a gentle 
afcent to the bower of CantenUnent. 

With her dwcUeth peace-, whh^her 
dwell fafety and tranqwfiify. She ta<' 
chearful, but not gay; flie is ferious, 
but not grave > ike viewetb the joys; 

and 
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and the forrows of life with fteadi- 
ncfs and ferenity. ' 

From hcBcess asj firom an cmi* 
nence» fiialc thou behold the folly 
andt the Aibirf 6f tlfdfe, ^ho etther,. 
Idd by the gaiety 6f their hearts^ 
take up* their ^bode with the com- 
paniom of jofflty andrietotis mh-th^ 
Oft \nfc6ted by glocmrineii and ifie^ 
lailicholy> fpe»d all their days iiv^ 
GomplaifRing of the woe& and caJa* 
mities of human life.. 
• Thou ftiak view them both with? 
pity 5 and the error of their way» 
iiall keep thy feet from .ftrayinrg.. 
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SECTION III. 
A'li G E R. ''" 

As the vhirl.wind^in its furjriteaws 
cth up tr?es, and deformeth 
the face of nature ; or as ^n Qarth- 
quake.inits conyi^fi0n$ ovcrtoiricth; 
cities : fo the rage of an iingryiirii^ti/ 
throweth miffl|iiqffarquindihi;«'s<bua- 
g^r and deftrud^ion jivait on bis haf^.^. 

But confidery^and forget not*, 
thine own w^ak/i^fs,; fqlhalt' thou 
pardon the fa)lix\gsi«pf others* ^v\- 

Indulge not thyfelf in;fhe p^aflioa 
of Anger j it is whetting a fword to 
wound thy own breaft, or murder 
thy friend. 

If thou beareft flight provocations 
with patience, it fliall be imputed un- 
to thee for wifdom } and if thou 
wipeft them from thy remembrance, 
thy heart fhall feel reft> thy mind 
(hall not reproach thee. ^ 
-. ■ Sccft 
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Secft thou not, that the angry man 
lofeth his underftanding ? whiift thou 
art yet in thy fexifes, let the madncfa 
of another be a leffon to thy felf. 

Do nothiiig in thy paflion •, why 
wilt thou put to fea in the violence 

of a ftorm ? 

If it be difficult to rule thine 
anger, it is wife to prevent it : avoid 
therefore all occafions of falling in- 
to wrath ; or guard thyfelf againfl: 
them, whenever they occur^ 

A fool is provoked with infolent 
fpeeches ; but a wife man lai}gheth 
them to fcorn. 

Harbour not revenge in thy breaft ; 
it will torment thy hearty and difco* ^ 
lour its bell inclinations. 

Be always more ready to forgive, 
than to return an injury: he that 
watches for an opportunity of re- 
venge, lies in wait againfl: himfclf, 
and draweth down mifchief on his 
own bead. 

A miW 
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A mild anfwer to an angry man, 
Kke water caft upon the fire, abatcth 
his heat; and from an enemy he 
fliall become thy friend. 

Confider how few things are wor- 
f^y of anger ; and thou wile wonder, 
that any but fools fhould be wroth. 

In folly or weaknefs it always be- 
ginneth •, but remember, and be wcH 
affured, it feldom concludeth with- 
out repentance. 

On the heels of Folly tteadeth 
Shame; at the back of Anger ftand- 
eth Rcmorfc/ 
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S E C X ID M IV* 

S blafibms an^ fiowers^ are 
ftrewed lapQiai the earth hf 
th« bated of Spring;. as the kindnefs 
Otf Sun[}f9Eier proditiGeth in perfeftton 
tli^ boimtibftt d£ Hanceft t fo the 
fiWtle^bf.Hity.IhodWcfiUigs qft the 
chJWrca of Miafortunc. ^ 

Hc/who pitieth anocher, recd^n* 
nsodetfahiqiftifiibQC he who is wfth^ 
and compaffiwy Sdiiir^th it not. 
. TPhe butcher j^cfenttrfh not at Ifi^ 
b^tihg of the feml>; nekWr is the 
bearibf the cr ufe* naof ed^ wkh'tfiftrefs. 

Bot th^ teaf s-of ^the tompaflionate 
aire SRvedicr tftaiv dfcw-di?ops falling 
from Vofcj Dili ih€ feofom of theeartii. 

Shut not thine ear therefore againft 
the cries of the poor ; neither harden 
thine heart againft the calamities of 
the innocont. 

When 
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When the fathcrlcfs call upon 
thcc, when the widow's heart is funk, 
and flhe imploreth tHy a^ftance with 
tears of forrow ; O pfty her afflidion, 
and extend tKy~ hand to theft Who 
have noneto help theiti;-'^ *^ • . 
- When thou fceft the naked wan-^ 
dcrer of the ftrect ftiivering with 
cold, and deftitute of babkatitm, leti 
boanty aopen thine hearti; let the 
wings of charity fhelter him from 
death, that thine own foul may five. 

Whilft the poot i^an groaheth on 
the 1^: of fickneis, whi^ the^ un^ 
fortunate lat^i^ih in thii hortopc^df a 
dungeony or the ho£(ry head^of age* 
lifts op a feeble eye to thee^orfpi<^ ;< 
Q how canft thou.riot in fuperfiuous 
enjoy nfients, regardlefs of, thein 
wants, unfeeling of their woes ? 
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S E C T I O N v. 

DESIRE and LOVE. \ 

BEware, young man, beware the 
allurements oi fVantonnefs 5 and 
let npt the harlot tempt thee to her 
delights. 

' The madnefs of defire fliall defeat 
its own purfuits ; from the blindnefs 
of its rage thou {halt rufli upon de- 
ftrudion. 

Therefore^givc . not up thy heart 
to lier fweet; ,enticements ; neither 
fuffer thy foul to be enflaved by h«r 
enchanting delufions. 

The fountain. of health, which 
niuft fupply the ftream of pleafure, 
fhall quickly be dried up ; and ever/ 
fpring of joy ihall becxhaufted. 

In the prime^of thy life old age 
(hall overtake thee ; thy fun Ihall de- 
cline in the morning of thy days. 

-I But 
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But when virtue and modefty en- 
lighten her charms, the luftre of a 
beautiful woman is brighter than the 
ilars of heaven ; and the influence 
of her power it is in vain to refifl:* 

The wliitenefs of her bofom tran- 
fcendeth the lily ; her fmik is more 
delicious than a garden of rofes. 

The innocence of her eye is like 
that of the turtle ; fimplicity and 
truth dwell in her heart. 

The kiffcs of her mouth are 
fweetcr than honey •, the perfumes 
of Arabia breathe from her lips. 

Shut not thy bofom to the tender- 
hefs of Love ; the purity of its flame 
(hall ennoble thine heart, and foftea 
it to receive the faircft imprcffions. 
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IF S) M A N. 

GIVE ear, fair daughter of love, 
to the inftruftions of Prudence ; 
and let the precepts of Truth fink 
deep in thine heart: fo Ihall the 
charms of thy mind add luflre to 
thy form \ and thy beauty, like the 
rofe it refcmbleth, (hall retain its 
fweetnefs, when its bloom is withered. 

In the fpring of thy youth, in the 
morfting of thy dajts, when the eyes 
df men gaze on thee with delight ; 
ah ! hear with caution their alluring 
words ; guard well thy heart, nor 
liften to their foft feducements. 

Remember, thou art made man's 
reafonable companion, not the flavc 
of his paflion ; the end of thy being 
is to affift him in the toils of life, to 
footh him with thy tendernefs, and 
recompenfe his care with foft en- 
dearments. 

Who 
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WKbis^flife thHtwimeth the heart 
^£ Qian» that lubdueth bim to love, 
and reigneth in his breaft ? 
: . Lo! yonder fbe.walkcth in maiden 
fwef tQjef^^ with innocence in her 
mind,.an^ ntK)dcfty on hercheek. 
• Herhandfeckcthcmploymenc;her 
foot delightedijaQtln gadxling abroad. 

She is cloathed with neatnefs ; fhe 
is fed with temperance; humility 
and n[)Qiknefs are as a crown of 
glory. circling her head.' 

On. her toaguc dwelleth.mvi&c ; 
the fweetnefs of honey floweth from 
her lips. .. . ; . 

Decency is in all her words ; in 
her anfwcrs arcmildnefs and truth. 

SubtniGioaand'olciedience are the 
le0bns of herlif^; and peace and 
happinefs are her reward. 

Bcforeher fteps walkcth Prudence; 
and Virtue aitendcth at her right hand. 

Her 
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Her eye fjsealonh ibfobcls And 
love ; but difcretion vnih afc6{>tr« 
fitteth on. her iacyw. 

The tongue of the lioentiow is 
dumb in her prefetice ; the awe of 
her virtue keepech him lilent. 

When fcand^l h bufy, and the 
fame of her oe^hbour is tofied from 
tongue to tongue, if charity and good* 
nature open not her mouth, the 
Soger of iilence refleth on her lip* 

Her bread is the manfionof good- 
^efi ; and therefore flxe fiifpedeth 
so evil in others. 

Happy were the man that fhouid 
imk-e her his wife ; happy the child 
that (hall call her mother. 

She prefidbth in the houie, and 
tihere is peace ; ihe comtnandeth with 
judgment, ind is obeyed. 

^e arifcth in the morning; (he 
cbnfiders her affairs ; and appointeth 
to every one their proper bufinefs. 
5 The 
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Tb( aire of her family is her whole 
(kUghc; to that alone (he applieth 
her (ludy : an4 elegance with fru^ 
gaJity is feen in ber manfions. 

The prudence of her management 
ia^^an honour to her hufi>and, and he 
hcareth her praife with filent delight.' 

She informeth. the miodi of her 
children with wifdom ; (he fafliion- 
eth their manners from the example 
of her own goodnefs. 

The word of her mouth is the law 
of her youth •, the motion of her eye 
commandeth their obedience. 

She fpeaketh, And her fervants 
£y; (he pointeth, .and the thing is 
done : for the law of love is in their 
hearts *» her kindnefs addeth wings 
to their feet. 

In profperity ihe is not pufied 
up i in adverfity (he healcth the 
wounds of fortune with patience. 

D The 
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The trotibfe^ of her hufband are 
fltieriiated by ti^ <K)vrtiftls, «ml fiveet* 
cncti by*cr ^m)eiirmem6; lie ptity 
teth his heart m hct bo(b(n, and re* 
ceiveth ixfmfort. 

'H^py U^ht liiM th aft hsth made 
ter His <<f*fci hapl^ the ^hiid that 
ofteth fite mother.' ^ • 
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SECTION I. 

HUSBAND. 

TAKE unto thyfelf a wife, and 
obey the ordinance of God i 
take unto thyfelf a wife, and beconie 
a faichfuL member of fociety. 

But examine with care, and fix not 
fuddenly : on thy prefent choice ^^ 
p^^mt fudire happinefs of thee 
and thy pofterity. 

If much of her-time is deftroyed in 
drefs and adornments, if (be is en- 
amoured, with her own beauty^ ^nd 
delighted wkhiier own praifc, if fhe 
laugheth much, and talketh aloud, if 
her foot abideth not in her father's 
houle,andhereyeswith boldnefs rovje 
onthcfacesof men \ though hqrbe^u- 
.ty were as the fun in the firmament 
of heaven, turn thine eyes from her 
cnarms» tumithy feetfrom her paths, 

and 
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and fuffif r not thy roy( to bi ehfr^t d 
by th« ft)UiMmcmi «f th]^ im«gi»iitioft .» 

But wheA thou findeft fenfibititjr 
of hf ift joirtfd wkhfoftneft of fs^m^ 
fierif in iccompllftif d mlnd^ with % 
form sgretabk to ihf fine/, take 
her home to thy houff rftie if wor- 
thy to be thy friend> thy companiofr 
in li^, the wif^ of thy bofom. 

O eherilh her at tblefflhgfenc thee^ 
from he«^n y let the kindnefi of thy 
behavtour ondeKr thee to her heartt ^ - 
^ She ii the miftrelk of thy houfe t^ 
trefti her therefore wkh refpef^i iha* 
thy fervants may obey her. 

Oppofenot her inclination without 
eaufc i the is the partner of thy 
cares, make her alfo the companion 
of thy pleafures,. 

Reprove her faults withgentlenefs; 
cxaft not her obedience with rigoun 

D q Truft 
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>Trpft thy i^qrets wher bveail; h^f* 
^wrM^ miMftn.y tbi»i.ibak:i)oci 
be deceived.. 

the. mathtr pf • ti^y childnti}., t 

her^Jet thy tewlernefs fi)oth ber^f^^ 
fliftioQ : a look fjiotn thee of piif>! 
and love» (h^il aUs^Ucf^: hfH ^iff]^ 
er mitigate .her paip; and jbe^ q£ 
nore avail thaaitCQ.phyficiaw. 

CoDgder the ^ipacy of .her fcx^ 
iheite^dcrae^^ olher frame; aod b0 
Qoliifevere to b^r^weaknefs, ibttt re* 
in«mbcr«hiiie!i(Nl^i|k)9p«irfe6lioi^ ; 
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S E G T ^ QN lU 

GO«(id«rj thou. whorAcc a parentr 
th9 bnpQrtAnee fif tbf truft v 
the being thi^u baft pfoduoed* k it 
ttof!dMtf to fy|:^port. ; u.. -. 
, Vpon tbflt 4UaiC dqaemkth, wfae-' 
thcr the child, of th^ bofem^fhali be 
% .bl6fi&ng Qi; ft ;ci;u:£b to .thjrfelf ; a 
giEsftiVpria ^oe^fefklmembvrof the 

- :flWi?»l«S .W«n/wiit early istftmc- 
tiofli, and feaCon^ hk .cniiid with the 
Hiaxlin^pf, truth* 

Watch the bent of hiftinc]ipatiof)4i 
Set!hi^fig{lt: in hisjeouth^ arid kt no 
evil4ifttntg4a»;ftrrogthLVirithhis years. 
^ ' *S0; ft«it: Ite i<t& -like :a cei&r.on the 
ip9ui>ii^in{^« ,. hi$ head ihall ibe . fcen 
^feQJ^;lherirfle«5tf thefoteft.-: , ': 

-J J -: D 4 father J 
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father ^ btit he that doth r!f.l:t ii m 
honour to hii grey h«ir»i 

The foil ii thine own» let it not 
wtnt cultivation! thefeed which thou 
foweft, thit tlfo fhilt thou reip. 

Tetch him obedience, ind he (htH 
blefi thee i tetch him modcfty,'Md 
he fli»Il not be aibamed. 

Teach hin) gratitude, and he (ball 
receive benefit! » teach him charity, 
and he (ball gain love. 

Teach him tem^raneciv and he 
fliall have healthy teach him prv* 
dence, and fortune (ball attend him> 

Teach him juftiee, and he (ball be 
honoured by the world \ teach h\m 
iincerity, and his own heart (ball noe 
i^proach him. 

Teach him diligence, and hi» 
wealth (hall increafe; teach him bene^ 
volence^and his mind (hall be exalted. 

Teach him fcience, aad his life 

(hall be ufeful } teach him reli^Ry 

and his death (hall be happy. 

SEC- 
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SECTION III. 

SON. 

FROM the creatures of God let 
man learn wifdom, and apply 
to himfelf the ififtruftion they give. 
■ Go to the defcrt, my fon ; obferve 
the young ftork of the wildernefs : 
let him fpeak to thy heart. He bear- 
cth on ITis wings his aged fire; he' 
Iddgeth him in fafety, and fupplieth 
him with food. 

The piety of a chrld is fweeter' 
than the indenfe of Perfia offered to 
the £un ; yea more delicious than o^ - 
dours wafted from a field of Arabi- 
aa fpices by the weftern gales. 
, Be grateful then to thy father, for 
Me gave thee life 5 and to thy mo- 
tberi for flic fuilained thee. - 

Hear the words of his mouth, fojr» 
*thcy are fpokcn for thy good 5 give 
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car to his admonition, for it pro- 
ceedetb' from lore, • . 

He hath watched for thy welfare, 
he hath toiled for thy eafe ; do ho- 
nour therefore to his age, and let 
nojC hi$ grey- hairs be treated. with 
irreverence. , 

Think on .th)F;..bflplefs infaiicy, 
apd the frowacdnefs. of thy yoiiith, 
and indulge the infirmities of thy. 
ag^d. parents ; afiifl: . and fupporc 
t^ep. in the decline, of life. . 

SoihaU their hpaty heads: go<lowA 
to the grave in peace; and thiqe.pwfi . 
d^ildren, in nev^renqe. ofx thy ex- 
a^le, fliaU repay^ tbjf. ^^ty witb* 
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SECTION IV. 
BROTHERS. 

YE are the children of one fa- 
ther, provided for by his care ; 
and the breaft of one mother hath 
given you fuck. 

Let the bonds of affcftion, there- 
fore, unite thee with thy brothers ; 
that peace and happinefs may dwell 
in thy father's houfe. 

A nd, when ye feparate in the world, 
remember the relation that bindeth 
you to love and unity : prefer not a. 
firangcr before thine own blood; 

If thy brother is in adverfity, affift. 
him ;. if thy filler i$ in. trouble, for-. 
&ke her not. 

So (ball, the fortunes of thy father 

contribute to the fupport of his whole 

race, and his care be continued to 

you all in your love to each other. 

n 6^ PA R. T 
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S E C T I O N I. 

WISE and IG NORAN^T. 

THE gifts of the undcrftand- 
ing are the trcafurcsof God ; 
and be appointeth to every one his 
portion, in' wh^t liieitfuit fcemcth 
good unto himfelf. 

doml hath he enlightened thy mind 
with the knoj/i^li|dge c^ffruth ? com-, 
municate it to the ignorant for their 

wife for their own improvement. 

Truewifdom islefspr^fumingthan 
folly : the wife man doubteth often,, 
and changctb his mind ; the fool is^ 
obftinate,and doubteth not ; he know* 
eth all things^ but kis own ignorance. 

The pride of emptincfs is an abo- 
mination, and to talk much is the 
fooliihnefs of folly";, neverihelefs ict 
3 i» 
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IS the pSirt x>f -wifdom} to bear the rm- 
pertinenoe oft fools, |x> fte^ their aib^' 
faiHJ ities ^^h fidcieMe, tu^dpitf their ^ 
weaknefs. 

Yet be not pufed up in thine own 
conceit, i neither iboaft of fnperior- 
. underftaiidiifg 5 the- cleareflr^ hamani 
kiiow]edgeis>but btttidnefsafid foUy« ' 

The wife man feeleth hw«imper**^ 
fdftioi9i^ iUfdi is honibled 9 he laboor- 
tih in vSain ifor h1^ ov^^ft approbatbn. ' 
Bu^ (he fbol peepeth* in the fhal}bw^ 
ftream of bis oWiimi^d,andififplea^'< 
with the pebbles which he fecth at 
the bottom : he bringeth them up,, 
and Iheweth thenrtas pearls ; and 
with the applaufe of* his brethren 
dclighteth he hirtifitfr 

He boafteth of attainments in; 

things of no worth 5 but where it is 

a (hame to be ignorant, there he hath. 

no underftanding, 

.,^ .J ,, Even. 
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Even in the paths of wifdom he 
toileth aftcT foUy ; and {hzmc and 
difappointment are the reward of 
his labour. 

Bui the wife man cukivatetb his 
mind with knowledge ; the improve- 
ment of arts is his delight ; and tbetr 
uiiUty to the public. crowntth hini,< 
with honour. . 

Neverthelefsi the attainment of' 
virtue he accounteth as the bigheA- 
learning; and the fcience of happi-^ 
nefi is the ftudy .of^his life. 
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. RJCHMd' FOO Rr 

THE mAQ to wliom God h^tk 
giveni vichet, end < • ^mind t^ 
afipkgr:: tbemtrigbty ii i^eculiarly 
favoured, and highly dtflJnguUhc^ 

He looketh on hit wealth with^ 
plmfm r tocmfd ii'«ifurdtth fcinv 
themesanttgdoloMU . « « r 
. He peoteAechi the poor, thiat ar«^ 
ki>ttred i >h€ fuftererbnot the mighty 
to opprdj the weak* 

He fecketh out objffki of com-^ 
pa(Con |. Jse inquiretb into their 
wants i..hfi relic veth them wkhjudg-^^ 
mcnt, and without oftentation-* 

He afliftpth and rewardeth meriti j, 
he cncpurag^elv ingenuity, and libc* 
rally promoteth every ufeful dcfig»- 

He carrie^h pn. great works p his 
country is inriched j^. and the labourer 

is 
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is employed ; he formeth newfchemes^^ 
and theiftrts.receivp iqnprpy^nyent. 

He confidereth the fuperfiuities 
of hisitible&s*bel6Aging{o4h*c poor, 
and he defraudeth them not. 

The bonevQknde oi- iiis TRuia^ii 
DQt dim)k«d Ib]r.hj8t7for(uii0i/ i fie Ic- 
]<^ciecb idtfrc fo(e ip t ipioiies» aiid ^ 
joy.is bfaiinclB&«\ '*;•;;:' -:.>- ft ^•' '■^•' 

But woe'«otn btn» thhe bettpetb 
up wealth in aJhoodacicej^and ntjoi- 
orth^alftoe in t;he.poffi:flbti^l|ePdof. 

y That geindech cht ifaoe df^vbe 
poor, and confideimk not the ftftat 
of their brows. 

He thrivcth on oppnc^ion with- 
out feeling : the ruin of his brother 
difturbeth him ftot. 

; 'The tears of the orphan hedWiik- 
eckas milk ; the cries of the widow 
aprim>ric to his car. '' ■ . • 

* • His heart is hardened with thefove 

]• . • .i . ^:r: ;i. .. • .'• • ^*of 
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of wealth.) no giie^ or diftreis can 
mzk/f . impregion upon ic 

6^t tlv^ f^iurfir of iniquity purfuettir 
hjkm I l^eji^ethin coatinntlfbar^ The 
anxiety of hh mind, and the rapa-^ 
cious defines of his own foul, take 
vei^i^eance .upon kitxxy^r the cala« 
niities* he 'b^ih brought uppnotfaers« 

O !' .whfit ate the .miferies of fjo- 
yercy^ in comparifon with the gnaw-t 
ings of this man's heart ! ^ t- - - ' 

Let the poor man * conffort him- 
felf» yea^ rejoice ^ for he hath ntany 

reafoqs. ' • • • 

• He fitteth down to his morfel in 
peace ; .his table is not crowded 
with flatteters isind devodrers. 

He is not embarratfcd with-de-^ 
pendents, nor teafed with the cla- 
mours of folicitation. 

Debarred rrom the dainties of the 
rich, he cfcapeth alfo their difcafcs. 

Tha 



( &6 ) 

i The b«fld that' he tutthrk \t nof 
fweec ro bis tifte i ' tht mt^r he 
tfrinketh, l»^ it not pleAfant to hii 
third i yetftr more delldouithftft the 
prcbeft draught! of the hixuriouii 
: Hi* labour prefer veth hii heafthr 
and prcducethhim a repofe, to whfch 
the downy bf d of floth \t a ftf anger- 
He limhcth hit defires with humi- 
Hiyv a^tbe calm of conteniment la 
fweeter to his ibul than the acqiiire-r 
mrnts of wealth and grandeur. 

Let not the rich therefore pre- 
fume on hiiricheiy nor the poor de^r 
fpond in his poverty ; for the provi- 
denc'e of God difpenfefh happinefs ro 
them both |, apd the diftriburion 
thereof is more equally madci thaa 
the fool can believe. 
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«EC T JO N III. ' 

• 1 • .-.t 
MASTERS and^SERy^Nr^.^ 

REPINp not, O fn^», that tboa 
fcrvcft anpcheri: it is the ai> 
pointfn^i;j;)f rpody and h^tbimlany 
advant;^e5; io /eixiOvecb thee from 
the cares and iblicitiKies of |tfe< ^ 
. The hof^opr of a fervant is his 
fidelity ; his bigheft virtues are.fiubr 
miflfOjR an^o^fliencf. . ! 

^ £e patient .therefore .un4cr the re^ 
proofe pf thy it)ailer ; and, when he 
jebu^eth thee, anfwer not again: 
the filcnce pf >jhy rcfigr^tioa ifliaU 
not be forgotten. 

Be ftudious of his interefts ; be di- 
ligent m his affairs ; and faithful to 
the truft which he repofeth in thee. 

Thy time and thy labour belong, 
unto him i defraud him not thereof* 
for he payeth thee for them. 

And 
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And thou who art a mafter, be 
juft tKfhy Icrfinf, if th6u^jit>e£teft 
fidelity ; be reafonable in thy com* 
imands, if thou expc^cft obedience* ' 

The fpirit of a man is in him & fe^ 
Tenty abdv^ur', #hich ^leatefear; 
cpmuiand Kislbv^l '- . * " 

-^ MitkindMifs wi^ ifepMdf, afad 
teafon wkh 8ttt:h*i)rity>} & ffisklf -t!i)r 
admobitiieikiStid^^McelA KlilidH 
«nd his ^tf ihall becdtnb'lus - ^ka- 
««., . c. ■;:■•-• '-■.-•.■ i=i-^ '•■ -;■ :'• 

He ihail ferre^^^HyfrOtt 
^»a»tli(fo t'h^ftklT t>6ey' ^ cfafcar- 
fuUye ik>in l#v«: } and fk3 notthbn 
iftTerarftto give his'dSlgieftce and 

.n- ;:.■ ." : • .' i 
-. v\,v\--- '■'■■ ■ !" • •■• ■•'• ' ■''' 
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S EiC TixaN ilV. . 
MAGisraAXU^ and Sv^j^crsj^ 

OT^ou^ ;tbe ^uMiirUe of heaven; 
whoof) the lbns.of^jB!cnj/tbjr 
equals, iiayeniifff4:tQ (^y!^^^'^0^jpp<^ 
er, apd feta^^riil^ay^rthcmielv^ 
confider the ende apdjmporianqe'of 
their trpft^ &rii]Qre lh«B (he d^lUr 
ty aodhe^hcof thy ftatlpp., ;;,].. 
TbeM^t qloijifd in purpi^ w th<?u 
arcfeated 0Q ft ti^yipei ;tih^ 4f^wn 
of fliaj^y kiv^ftcth rfiy. t^fispleri 
the fceptre iof. power is placed, in (l\f 
harid : but n«| fel> thyfelf w^rej^cfc 
«»fi0*fi«iT^ > tW-meiant for tt|K^%i^ 
but tbbrgilod pfishy tfcyJigdf*!. :; )„ 
t. Thergtory.nf a king tisrtjlW^el- 
farer^his people $ hit^Wief^nd dor 
mimori.mflKtIitbnitbe-iiQatti i)l^ kif 
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The mind of a great prince is ex- 
alted wkh the graddeur of Jiis^ fitua* 
tion ; he revolveth hig|i things, and 
fearcheth for bufincfs worthy of his 
power. 

He calleth together the wife men 
of his kingdom ; he Gbnfulteth a- 
niobgft them with freedom, and 
heareththe opiniSftof them all. ' 

He looke^h dhnoDg his peOpld 
with difcernment s^be difcovereththe 
abilities of men» and employeth 
them according to their merits. 

Hk ftiagiftrdtes ^re juft ; 'his milii* 
fters are wilt! ; and the favourite of 
bis boibm deceiveth him not. 

He fmileth on the arts^ and they 
^uHlh; the fciemceb improve be- 
neath- the culture S^f his band. 
' With the learned ahd ingenious he 
deKghtetfa himfelf i* he kindieth in 
%heirbreafts€mttIacxoni and theglc^ 
ry of his kingdom is exalted *by their 
adfiburs. 

5 The 
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cth the hand of oppreflbrs ; and de*»* 
livereth them from their tyranny. 

His people therefore look up to 
him as a father, with reverence and 
love ; they confider him as the guar- 
dian of all they enjoy. 

Their aflFtftion unto him beget- 
teth in>hisibreaft a love of the pub- 
lic ; the lecurity of their happineft 
* is the objeft of his care. 

No murmurs ^gainft.him arife in 
their hearts \ the machinations of 
his enemies endanger not his date. ' 

His fubjefbs are faithful and firqi 
in his caufe ; they ftand in his de- 
fence .as a wall of brafs^ The army 
of his enemy flieth before them as 
chaff before the wind. 

Security and peace blefs the dwel- 
lings of his people -, and glory and 
ftrength encircle his throne for ever; 
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SE C T IQ N L 
B ENEVO L ENC E. 

WHEN thou confldcreft thy 
wants^ when thou beholdeft 
thy imperfcfiions, apknowledge hia 
goo(lnefs, O map I who honoured 
thee with reafbn, endowed, thee with. 
Ipeech, and placed thee in fociety 
to receive and confer reciprocal 
helps and mutual obligations. 

Thy food, thy cloathing, thy con- 
venience of habitation, thy prqtec* 
tioa from the injuries thy enjoy- 
ment of the comforts and the plea- 
fures of life, thou oweft to the af- 
fiftance of others % and. couldft not 
enjoy but in the bands of fociety. 

It is thy duty therefore to be friend- 
ly to mankind, as it it is thy intereft 
that men Ihould be friendly to thee. 
E 3 As 
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As the rofe breatheth fweetneft 
from its own nature, fo the heart of 
a benevolent man produceth good 
workj. 

He enjoyetb the eaf& and tran- 
quillity of bis own bread ; and re- 
jciceth in the happinefs and profpe-^ 
rity of his neighbour. 

He openeth not his ear unto dan* 
der J the faults and the faiFings of 
men give pain to his heart. 

His delire is to do good, and he 
fearcheth out the occa/ions thereof: 
in removing the oppreffion of ano- 
ther he relieveth himfelf. 

From the largenefs of his mind 
he comprehendcth in his wifties the 
happinefs of all men \ and from the 
generofity of his heart he endeavour- 
eth to promote it. 
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SECTION TL 

7 u s r ic K 

THE peace of fociety depend-' 
eth on juftice ; the happihefs 
of individuals on the certain enjoy- 
ment of all their poflellions. 

Keep the defires of thy hearty 
therefore, within the bounds of mo- 
deration ; let the hand of juftice lead 
them aright. 

Caft not an evil eye on the goods 
cf thy neighbour ; let whatever is his 
property, be faercd from thy touch. 

JLet not temptation allure, nor any 
provocation excite thee to lift up 
thy hand to the hazard of his life. 

Defame him not in his charader i 
bear no falfe witncfs againft him. 

Corrupt not his fervant to cheat 
cr forfake him ; and the wife of his 
bofom, O tempt not to fin. 

E 4 Twill 
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*Twill be a grief to his heart, 
which t^hou^canft iiot rekeve ; «n in* 
jury to his life, which no reparation 
can atone» 

In thy dealings with men be im- 
pikvtiajr and j>i;&{t> anddo^unto them» 
as tliou wouldft th^y (houid do 
unto thee. 

Be faithful ta thy truH; ; and de* 
ceive not the man who reKeth upon 
thee: be aflured, 'tislefs in the fight 
of Gad to fteaU than to betray. 

Opprcfs not the poor, and dcfrau^ 
not of his hire the labouring n^an. 

When thou felled £3r gain, beax 
the whifperings of Confcience ; and 
be fatisfied with moderation : ^[or 
ftQm the igooraoce of the buye« 
make advantage tathyfelf. 

Pay the debts which- thou qweft ; 

for he who gave thee credit,, i^elie^ 

upon thy honour v ^^ towithJi^ld 

from^hun hi&due,jis both oiieaa an4 

unjuft. 

, Finally, 
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Finally, O fon of fociety, examine 
thy he9i:t i call remembrance to thy 
aid : and, if in any of ihefe things 
thou findeft thoii haft tranfgrcfled, 
take forrow and fhame to thyfelf; 
and make fpeedy reparation to the 
iJtmoft of thy powen 



)»( 






E 5 SEC- 



( 8o ) 

S E C T I G N m. 
CHARIOT. 

HAPPY is the man who hath 
fown in his bread the feeds of 
benevolence; the produce thereof 
ihall be charity and love» 

From the fountain of his heart 
ffaall rife rivers of goodnefs ; and the 
ftreams (hall overflow for the benefit 
of mankind. 

He aflafteth the poor in their trou- 
ble ; he rejoiceth in furthering the 
profperity of all men. 

He cenfureth not his neighbour y 
lie believcth not the tales of envy 
and malevolence ; neither repeateth 
he their flanders. 

He forgiveth the injuries of men \ 
he wipeth them from hii remem- 
brance ; revenge and malic^ have no 
place in his heart* 

6 Por 
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For evil he returneth not evil : he 
hateth not even his enemies ; but re- 
quiteth their injuftice witb^ friendly 
admonition. 

The griefs and anxieties of men 
excite hiscompalTion ; he endeavour- 
cth to alleviate the weight of their 
misfortunes ; and the pleafure of 
fuccefs rewardeth his labour. 

He cal'meth the fury, he healeth 
the quarrels, of angry men 5 and 
preventeth the mifchiefs of ftrife 
and animofity. 

He promotcth in his neighbour- 
hood peace and good-will ; and his 
name is repeated with praife and be^ 
nedidtions. 
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SECTION IV. 

G R J r I r u D E. 

As the branches of a tree return 
their fap to the root, from 
whence it arofe j as a river poureth 
his ftreams to the fea, whence hii 
fpriog was fupplied : fo the heart 
of a grateful man dehghteth in re- 
turning a benefit received. 

He acknowledgeth his obligation 
with chearfulnefs 5 he looketh on 
his benefadlor with lave and eftecm. 

And, if to return it be not in bis 
power, he nourifheth the memory of 
it in hft brcaft with kindnefs j he for- 
getteth it not all the days of his life. 

The hand of the generous man is 
like theclouds of heaven, which drop 
upon the earth fruits, herbage, and 
flowers : the heart of the ungrateful 
is like a. defert of f%ndi which fwal- 
o loweth 



loweth with grcedlnefs the fliowcrs 
that faU^ bu( burieth them in m bo-* 
fom, and produceth nothing. 

Envy not thy> benrfaftor \ neither 
ftrive to conceal the benefit he hath 
conferred: for, though to oblige i| 
better than to« be obliged^ ^ough 
the. adt of gefiierofity conunandeth 
adnviration ; yet the humility of gra^^ 
tkude toucheth the lieart, and 19 
amiable in the fight both of God 
and man. 

But receive not a favour from the 
band of the p^roud ; to the felfifli and 
avaricious have no obMgation : the 
vanicy of Frid^ feafl expoio thee to 
ftame> the greedinefs of Avarice 
(hall never be i^tisfied. 
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S E C T I O N IV. 

^iNCERirr. 

OThou that art enamoured withn 
the beauties of Truth, and 
haft fixed thy heart on the fimplicity 
«f her charms, hold faft thy fidelity 
unto her, and forfake her not : the 
conftancy of thy virtue fhall crown 
thee with honour, 

Thetonguc of the jBnccre is rooted 
in his heart \, hypocrify and deceit 
Jba.ve no place in his words. 
( He blulheth atfallhood, and is 
confounded ; but in fpeakin^ the 
truth he hath a fteady eye- 
He fupporteth as a man the dig- 
nity of his charafter ; to the arts of 
hypocrify he fcorijeth to ftoop. 

He isconfiftent with himfelf ; he 
is never embarrafled ; he hath cou- 
rage in truth, but to lie he is afraid« 

He 
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He is far above the meanncfs of 
difTimuktion ; the wordsof hismouthr 
are the thoughts of his heart. . i . 
. Yet: with prudence and caution he 
opeHeth his lips :. he ftudiethlwhat is . 
right) and fpeaketh with difcretion. 

He advifcth in friendfljiip 5 he re-- 
provcth with freedom s and whatfb- 
ever he promifeth*. ihall furcly. be 
performed. 

But the heart of tjie hypocrite is 
hid in his breaft. He mafketh.. his 
words in the fcmblance^ of triAh, 
while the bufincls of his life is only 
to deceive. 

He laugheth in forrow ; he weep- 
cth in joy ; andv the words of his- 
mouth have no interpretation. 

He worketh in the dark as amole^. 
and fancjcth he is fafe : but he blun- 
dcreth into light, and is expofed to 
full view with, his dirt on his head. 

He pafleth his days in perpetual 
conftraint v 



( 9& y 

cofiftraint; his tongoe and hi^ ke&rt 
are for ever at variance* 

He labooreth foe the chara&er c^ 
a:r^hteous man ; and huggeth him- 
fdf in the thoughts of his cunning* 

O fool9£ool i the pains which thoti 
takeft tp hide what thou art, are 
more than would make thee what 
thou wouldft feem : the children of 
wifdom fhall mock at thy cunning : 
and when thy difguife is dripped off, 
the finger of derifion (hall point thee 
to fcorn. 
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RELIGION. 

THERE IS bur one God, the 
author, the creator, the go- 
irefflor of the world, almighty, eter- 
nal, and incomprehenOble. 
• The fun is not God,tho*hisnobleft ^ 
image. He enlighteneth the world 
' with'his brightntfs*, bis warmth g'lveth 
life to the pfodudts of the earth: ad- 
xiitrehim as the creature, the ihftru- 
ment of (jod *, but worfhip him not. 

To the One, who is fupreme, moft 
nvife, dhd beneficent, and to him 
alone, belong worfhip, adoration, 
thaakfgiving, and praife. 

Who hath ft retched forth the 
heavens with his hand-, who hath 
defcribed with his finger the courfes 
ef the ftars. 

Who fetreth bounds to the ocean, 
which it cannot pafs ; and faith unto 
the ftormy «iad$> Be ftill* 
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"Whofhaketh the earth, and the na- 
tions trcr<fa)l^ wh^^rtetb^hjj^light- 
nings, ana the wicked are difmayed. 

^VVho called fqrtli yoricj^- jay^tljCi. 
wordof his.axQUfbi.wboiaiitcUi with 
his arin, "ami they fink ini^nQ«hj^ 

. " O revcrei^ce the ioaawftjr, ofi the 
V Qmnipcjt^fttl a4Ki tefnp% not: bia: 
^\ aoger, left thqi^ bq cfeftroyt^*' 

The providence of Gfld,> ovcff 
all his wojfks | he ruXeth w) ^uhb^-!. 
ctibiwitb infinifie wiiiioni, 

Hp hatjx inftitutcd lwi?s for ,«iStt^ 
governcncQt qf t^e wofl4; he H^: 
wonderfully yaried them ia. all 
beings; asd ^a(;b, by hia otatwe, 
conforrpetb t<^ hi^ wi^K 

in the dep^b, qf; b^ w?i«»df b<} re- 
voiveth all knowledge 5 tbre. fecjret* 
of i^uricy 1^ opi^n l^fore ham* 

, The tboiigl^a gf thy jffis^t ve n^- • 
ked to his vie«(f.,ttc knos^eth thjdf-, 
teristtiiations before they are made. 
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"With refpcft to his prefcience 
" there k ribthing contingent ; with 
refpeft to his providence there is 
nothing accidental. 

Wonderful he is in all his ways i 
his couiffels are infcrutablej the 
manner of his knowledge tranfcend* 
•cth thy conception. 

** Pay, therefore, to his wifdom 
•• ^W honoiir and veneration ; and 
••• bbw ddwn thyfelf in humble and 
**fubWii(&ve obedience to his fu- 
*• preme direftion.'* 

The Lord is gracious and benefi- 
cent I he hath created the world itt 
fflcrcy and love. 

His goodnefs k confpicuous in all 
his works ; he is the fountain of ex- 
cellence, the centre of perfeAion. 

The creatures of his hand declare 
hisgoodnefs^and all their enjoyments 
fpeak his praife : he cloatheth them 
with beauty, he fupporteth them 

with 
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;with-food ; be prcfcrvcth tbcm with 
^ plcarure from generation to genera- 
tion/ 

If we lift up our eyes tp thc.hea* 
vcns, his glory (hineth forth 5 if we 
*caft them down upon the>carth, it is 
full of his goodnefs 5 the hills and the 
vaUlies rejoice and Cmg >fie]ds» rivers, 
and woods refound his praife/ 

But thee, O man, he hath diftin* 
•guillied with peculiar favour, and ea^ 
valted thy ftation above all creatures. 

.He hath endowed thee with rea- 
fon to maintain thy dominion -, he 
.bath fitted thee with language, to 
improve by focicty ; and exalted thy 
mind with the powers of medication^ 
to contemplate and adore his inimit* 
able perfeftions. 

And in the laws he hath ordained 
as the rule of thy life, fo kindly hath 
he fuited thy duty to thy naturci 
that obedience to his precepts is 
happinefs to thyfelf* 

** O praifc 
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^' O praife his goodnefs with fongjB 
■^^ of thankfgiving, and meditate ia 
** lilence on the wonders of his Jove; 
** let thy heart overflow wich gratis 
** tudc and acknowledgment i^t the 
•* language of thy lipsfpeak praife. 
" and adoration ; let the.a6lions of 
*' thy life fhow thy love to his Jaw.;! 

The Lord is juft and righteous ^ 
«nd will judge the earth withcquit/ 
and truth* 

Hath he eftablifhed his laws m 
.goodnefs and mercy, ^ndfliall he not 
punilh the tranlgreflbrs thereof? • 

O think not, bold man ! becaufe 
the punifhment is delay ed) that the 
arm of the Lord is weakened^ nei« 
ther flatter thy felf with hopes, that 
>he winketh at thy doings. 

His eye pierceth the fecrets of 
every heart, and he remembereoh 
them for ever : he refpefteth not the 
perfons, nor the ftatiotrs df men. 

The high and the low, the rich and 
the poor, th« wife and the ignorant. 
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when the foul hath Ihaken off , the 
cumbrous Ihfdcklcs of this mortal life, 
IhallcquaWyreceive from the fentencc 
x>f God a juft and cverlafting retri- 
bution according to their works. 

ThcnIhaU the wicked tremble and 
he afraid ; but the heart of the righ- 
teous ^fliall rejoice in his judgments. 

*• O fear the Lord, therefore, all 
•• the days of thy life ; and walk in 
••• the paths which he hath opened 
** before thee. Let Prudence admo- 
•* nilh thee ; let Temperancereftraiii ; 
•• let Jiiftice guide thy hand, Bene- 
** volence warm thy heart, and Gra- 
** titude to Heaven iofpire thee with 
*• devotion. Thefe IhaH give thee 
*• happinefs in thy prefcnt ftate, and 
** bring thee to the manfions of eter- 
" nal felicity in theparadife of God." 

This is the true Oeconomy of 
Human Life. 
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